In this issue, Slavic Review offers a series of contributions on tourism, travel, and leisure practices in the Russian empire, Soviet Union and post-Soviet Russia. A quintessentially interdisciplinary enterprise, the study of travel, tourism, and leisure includes literary analyses of travel writing, ethnographic explorations of touring practices, economic studies of tourism and travel industries, sociological survey research, and historical analyses of institutions, practices, and cultural meanings of tourism and travel. Linking all of these endeavors are the lure and experience of physical displacement and the choice to be elsewhere, options that some writers attribute to the modern condition itself. Dean MacCannell, a pioneering theorist of tourism, writes, "'The tourist' is one of the best models available for modern-man-in-general... the empirical and ideological expansion of modern society [is] intimately linked in diverse ways to modern mass leisure, especially to international tourism and sightseeing." 1 These considerations and the six articles in this issue link three distinct but related cultural phenomena, and it is important at the outset to consider some boundaries and definitions. The distinction between the traveler and the tourist, for example, is often cast in terms of high and low culture, of individual versus mass consumption, of authenticity versus superficiality. "The traveler, then," writes Daniel Boorstin in an often-cited passage, "was working at something; the tourist was a pleasure-seeker. The traveler was active; he went strenuously in search of people, of adventure, of experience.
Leisure, the third topic explored by the papers in this issue, consequently possesses its own complicated set of meanings and values. Travel and tourism constitute two significant leisure choices that nicely illustrate this complexity, but so equally do other leisure choices, as Louise
McReynolds has noted in her recent book, Russia at Play: theatre, spectator sports, nightlife, dancing, and cinema. 10 The list is easily expanded into other elements of Introduction to travel issue -4
Russian leisure practices, including of course the dacha, drinking, gambling, reading, and myriad associational activities. Of these latter leisure possibilities, however, the dacha links itself to tourism and travel because it too involves a physical displacement from routines of work and residence.
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The papers here offer explorations into a number of themes related to travel, tourism, and leisure. In some ways, they join discussions of travel and tourism as components of the modern condition, but they also suggest particularities of Russian culture and of the Soviet socialist experience. They also suggest further paths of research because it facilitated the creation of this kind of cosmopolitan knowledge; travel was only good when it contributed to knowledge creation. This formula perhaps helps to explain the ambivalent position of the dacha dweller, both in history and in the present. The dacha is not meant merely to be consumed, but to be productive, whether of foodstuffs or the recuperation of the city dweller's health. The competing discourses about contemporary dacha use in Jane Zavisca's research confirm the enduring power of the "active leisure" discourse that also fueled the knowledge-building aims of travel and tourism.
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The study of travel writing is by now a well-developed field in literary and cultural studies. The history of tourism and leisure, however, is only beginning to be written for Russia, the Soviet Union, and its successor states. others report on current developments in the business of tourism. 39 New initiatives on
